Studies by scholars interested in the comparative history of household structure quickly followed. Over the decades, the census household forms have provided the raw material for many valuable research projects; their digitization in the late 2000s opens up new, exciting possibilities for researching the Irish past-and not just the genealogical past. Topics addressed through using the household enumeration forms range from the age at leaving home in rural Ireland to the determinants of infant and child mortality rates, and from the incidence of intermarriage to the presence of a quality-quantity trade off in couples' marital fertility strategies.
2 This essay focuses on just one more area where the census sheds some new light.
The age misreporting in 1911 was prompted by fears that information given on census night might be used as evidence against individuals who had obtained the pension before they were entitled to it (Lee 1969) . However, the details remained confidential, and the census commissioners allowed those who completed the forms considerable leeway in how they described themselves.
Accounts of details such as literacy, occupation, religion, and knowledge of the Irish language were rarely questioned or And although he was born to Irish parents in the Edinburgh slum of Cowgate on June 5 1868, he believed-or so he declared-that he 2 Examples include Symes 1972; Bourke 1993; Fitzpatrick 1983; Guinnane 1997; Ó Gráda 1985 Ó Gráda , 2006 Ó Gráda , 2008 Ó Gráda , 2013 Fernihough 2011; Shimizu 2013 Shimizu , 2014 Fernihough, Ó Gráda, and Walsh 2014. 3 Letter from James Connolly to John Carstairs Matheson, 30 January 1908. had been born in county Monaghan (Lysaght 1972: 88) . By the same token, although he was certainly no fluent Irish speaker-he moved to Ireland for good only in 1895, although he had served there in the army in his youth-this 'kinsman' described himself to be a speaker of Irish and English in both 1901 and 1911 censuses.
The Surname 'Connolly':
Connolly is a familiar and relatively common Irish surname. In Ireland a century ago, surnames were a useful predictor of regional origin (Matheson 1909; Ferrie 1997; MacRaild 2009a, 2009b The problem with Connolly is that it derives from two first names: (i) Congal and (ii) its adjectival derivative Congalach.
Congal gives Ó Conghaile, whereas Congalach gives Ó Conghalaigh, and they both fall together as (O) Connolly. 
The Burkes and the Bourkes:
As Tipperary, and Galway. In some cases the number of observations is uncomfortably small, and more confidence should be placed in the values for males and females together, rather than for either singly.
The pattern for the country as a whole is compromised by the spatial spread of the surnames noted above. However, the results for counties Dublin, Mayo, and Tipperary suggest that in those counties the Bourkes were less prone to age heaping than the Burkes, and therefore probably better endowed with human capital.
Still, one can proceed only so far with this kind of exercise, since the spelling for illiterate household heads was often determined by the census enumerators, i.e. the police, perhaps inflating the proportion of the lower-status Burkes. Data on where they lived in Dublin city and county offer another window on the Bourkes and the Burkes. By and large, the Bourkes tended to live in the same parts of the city as the Burkes; the correlation between their numbers in Dublin city's wards is +0.74 (n = 20); across city and county combined the correlation was even higher, +0.78 (n = 38). In 1911 both Bourkes and Burkes were spread more evenly across the city and county than the Connollys. 
